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REPLY COMMENTS OF THE
PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

On September 15, 1999, PCIA submitted a letter in this proceeding, urging that

the Commission seek comment on all aspects of the CALLS access reform and universal

service proposal.! On November 12, 1999, over 30 parties submitted their views on the

proposal in response to the FCC's Notice. 2 PCIA is writing to very briefly respond to

those initial comments.

In our September 15th letter, PCIA commended the CALLS Coalition's significant

efforts in forging a consensus on complex access reform and universal service issues.

Many other commenting parties express similar sentiments. PCIA also applauded the

direction of the CALLS access reform plan. The overall effect of that plan is to recover

fixed costs on a flat rated basis -- a structure much more consistent with the emerging

PCIA Letter to Magalie Roman Salas. Secretary. CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 96-262, 94-1.99-249,
Sept. 15, 1999.
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competitive marketplace than the access charge framework in place today. Many other

commenters shared this view.

The CALLS proposal also contains a universal service component that would

create an additional $650 million in funding obligations for the wireless and other

telecommunications carriers who contribute to the federal universal service funds.

PCIA's members strongly support the national goal of universal service and believe that

it can be achieved through a system that is competitively neutral, technologically neutral,

and targeted to true high cost areas. Like most in the wireless industry, however, PCIA's

members simply do not have the resources to be deeply involved in the creation of cost

models and the other important, but very complex issues, involved in determining the

cost and affordability parameters needed to size the federal high cost fund.

The FCC has a vital role to play in this regard. Both consumers and

telecommunications carriers look to the Commission for assurance that the universal

service funding mechanisms are sufficient, fair, non-discriminatory, and consistent with

the universal service provisions of the 1996 Act. The Commission now has before it the

range of views and information it needs to make the determination on whether the

additional funding responsibilities for wireless and other carriers that are part of the

CALLS plan are in the public interest. PCIA will continue to champion the right of

Access Charge Reform et al., CC Docket Nos. 96-262, 94-1, 99-249, 96-45, FCC 99-235, Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking ("Notice") (reI. Sept. 15, 1999).
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wireless and other carriers who meet the FCC's requirements for ETC status to be able to

receive universal service funding on fair and non-discriminatory terms.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Mc ott
Senior Vice President/Chief of Staff for

Government Relations
PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS

INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
500 Montgomery Street, Suite 700
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 739-0300

December 3,1999
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Taube Pecullan, do hereby certify that on the 3rd day of December 1999, a copy

of the foregoing Reply Comments of the Personal Communications Industry Association

was delivered to each of the following persons:

By:

Taube Pecullan

* Denotes hand delivery
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f' Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW, Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Robert J. Aamoth
Joan M. Griffin
Kelley, Drye and Warren
l200-l9th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Betty D. Montgomery, Atty. General
Duane W. Luckey, Chief, Public Utilities Section
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
180 East Broad Street, 7th Floor
Columbus, OH 43215

Genevieve Morelli
Paul F. Gallant
Quest Communications Corp.
4250 N. Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22203

Emily M. Williams
Jonathan Askin
ALTS
888- J7th Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, DC 20006

Jonathan E. Canis
Charles M. Oliver
Kelley, Drye and Warren
1200-19th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Intermedia Communications
C/O Jonathan E. Canis
Charles M. Oliver
Kelley, Dryc and Warren
1200-19th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Charles C. Hunter
Catherine M. Hannan
Telecommunications Resellers Association
C/O Hunter Communications Law Group
1620 I Street, NW, Suite 701
Washington, DC 20006

Steven T. Nourse
Stephen M. Hostering
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
180 East Broad Street, 7 r11 Floor
Columbus,OH 43215

Linda L. Oliver
Hogan & Hartson
555 13th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Ronald J. Binz
Debra R. Berlyn
Competition Policy Institute
1156 15th Street, NW, Suite 520
Washington, DC 20005

Smithville Telephone Company
C/O Doyle & Wright
Rick D. Doyle
384 N. Madison Avenue
Greenwood, IN 46142

Small Company Committee of the Wisconsin State
Telecommunications Association
Ray J. Riordan
6602 Normandy Lane
Madison, WI 53719



Gerard R. Duffy
Blooston, Mordkofsky, Jackson & Dickens
2120 L Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037

Laurie Pappas
Texas Office of Public Utility Counsel
1701 N. Congress Avenue, Suite 9-180
Austin, TX 7870 I

Mark Cooper
Consumer Federation of America
504 Highgate Terrace
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Mr. Michael Wilson
Mr. Jon Mapes
Department of Commerce & Consumer Affairs
State of Hawaii
250 South King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Rachel J. Rothstein
Brent M. Olson
Cable & Wireless USA, Inc.
8219 Leesburg Pike
Vienna, VA 22182

Charles D. Gray
James Bradford Ramsay
National Assoc. of Regulatory Utility Commissioners
1101 Vermont Avenue, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20006

George N. Barclay
Michael J. Ettner
General Services Administration
1800 F Street, NW, Room 4002
Washington, DC 20405

Pathfinder Communications, Inc.
C/O Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
Kenneth Feree
1229 Nineteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Gene Kimmelman
Consumers Union (Washington, DC)
1666 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20009

Wayne V. Black
C. Douglas Jarrett
American Petroleum Institute
C/O Keller & Heckman
1001 G Street, NW, Suite 500 West
Washington, DC 20001

Herbert E. Marks
Brian J. McHugh
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20044

Danny E. Adams
Joan M. Griffin
Kelley, Drye and Warren
1200-19th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Brian J. Conboy
Thomas Jones
Time Warner Telecom
C/O Willkie, Farr & Gallagher
Three Lafayette Center
1155 21 st Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Operator Communications, Inc
D/b/a Oncor Communications
Mitchell F. Brecher
Debra A McGuire
C/O Greenburg Traurig
1300 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036



Patricia Paoletta
William P. Hunt III
Level 3 Communications, LLC
1025 Eldorado Boulevard
Broomfield, CO 80021

Cheryl A. Tritt
Frank W. Krogh
One Cal Communications
C/O Morrison & Forester
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 5500
Washington, DC 20006

James S. Blaszak
Levine, Blaszak, Block & Boothby
2001 I Street, Suite 900
Washington, DC 20036

Gene C. Schaerr
James P. Young
Sidley & Austin
1722 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Blossom A. Peretz
Division of the Ratepayer Advocate
31 Clinton Street, II th floor
Newark, NJ 07101

Janet Gail Besser, Chair
James Connelly, Commissioner
W. Robert Keating, Commissioner
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Dept. of Telecommunications Energy
One South Station
Boston, MA 02110

Peter Arth, Jr.
Lionel B. Wilson
Ellen S. Levine
State of California Public Utilities commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, VA 94102

Andrew D. Pipman
Tamr E. Finn
Swidler, Berlin, Shereff & Friedman
3000 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007

Susan Gately
Economics & Technology, Inc.
One Washington Mall
Boston, MA 02108

Mark C. Rosenblum
Judy Sello
AT&T Corp.
295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Alan Buzacott
MCI Worldcom
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Christopher J. Wilson
Delia Reid Saba
Attorneys For Cincinnati Bell
201 East Fourth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Paul B. Vassington, Commissioner
Eugene J. Sullivan, Jr.
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Dept. of Telecommunications Energy
One South Station
Boston, MA 02110

Cynthia B. Miller
State of Florida Public Service Commission
Capital Circle Office Center
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399



L. Marie Guillory
Daniel Mitchell
National Telephone Cooperative Association
4121 Wilson Boulevard, 10th Floor
Arlington, VA 22203

Lynda L. Dorr
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
610 North Whitney Way
POBox 7854
Madison, WI 53707-7854

Debbie Goldman
Communications Workers of America
501 Third Street, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20001

Lawrence E. Sarjeant
Linda L. Kent
Keith Townsend
United States Telecom Association
1401 H. Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005

Susan M. Eid
Richard A. Karre
MediaOne Group, Inc.
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 610
Washington, DC 20006

John T. Nakahata
Evan R. Grayer
Harris, Wiltshire and Grannis
1200 Eighteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Thomas A. Pajda
Alfred G. Richter, Jr.
Roger K. Toppins
Michael J. Zpevak
SBC Communications
One Bell Plaza, Room 3003
Dallas, TX 75202

Margot Smiley Humphrey
National Rural Telecom Association
C/O Koteen & Naftalin
1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036

Maureen A. Lewis
Alliance For Public Technology
919 18th Street, NW, 10th floor
Washington, DC ?JlOO6

Aliceann Wohlbruck
National Association of Development Organizations
444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 630
Washington, DC 20001

John W. Hunter
Julie E. Rones
United States Telecom Association
1401 H. Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005

Carol Ann Bischoff
Executive VP and General Counsel
Competitive Telecommunications Association
1900 M Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036


